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Ecuador 
Amazon Adventure on the Napo 

 
Hoatzin by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

 

Spanning about 2.5 million acres of Amazonian rainforest, the Yasuní National Park is a true 

wilderness gem. A UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, the park hosts some 600 bird species, an almost 

unthinkable 150 species of amphibians, and is a center of amphibian, bird, mammal, and vascular 

plant diversity. The only accommodation within Yasuní National Park is the well-appointed Napo 

Wildlife Center. This award-winning jungle lodge is located at the edge of the Añangu Lake, and is a 
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paradise for nature enthusiasts, including birders. With several canopy towers (130+ feet high), an 

Interpretative Cultural Center, a superb network of trails, and the lake and its connecting waterways, 

this offering provides amazing birding and wildlife-watching, both on foot and by canoe. 

The lowlands of the Amazon basin boast incredible biodiversity; and, bird-wise, the area is 

arguably to most species-rich in the world. The number of bird species recorded at Napo Wildlife 

Center is approaching 600! The tour will focus on finding as many species and local specialties as 

possible, by visiting multiple (micro) habitats within the Amazonian basin. Although the list of possible 

targets is immense here, a couple of iconic species that we have chances for include Hoatzin, Zigzag, 

Capped and Agami Herons, Gray-winged Trumpeter, Sungrebe, Scarlet, Blue-and-yellow, Chestnut-

fronted and Red-bellied Macaws, Gould’s Jewelfront, Wire-crested Thorntail, Great and Long-tailed 

Potoos, White-throated, Black-mandibled and Channel-billed Toucans, Many-banded and Ivory-billed 

Aracaris, American Pygmy and Green-and-rufous Kingfishers, Gilded and Scarlet-crowned Barbets, 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Coppery-chested Jacamar, Rusty-belted Tapaculo, Long-billed 

Woodcreeper, Cinnamon Attila, Screaming Piha, Golden-headed and Orange-crowned Manakins, 

Bare-necked Fruitcrow, Black-necked Red Cotinga and dozens of antbird species! 

 

 

Conservation Host: Napo Wildlife Center 

The Napo Wildlife Center is an award-winning jungle lodge, 

located at the edge of the Añangu Lake. It was built by the local 

Kichwa Añangu Community, and not only showcases their 

exceptional, vibrant culture, but is also a paradise for nature 

enthusiasts, including birders. The mission of the Kichwa Añangu 

Community and the goal for the NWC is to generate environmental 

awareness and to maintain sustainable development in this uniquely 

biodiverse ecological treasure. With several canopy towers (130+ 

feet high), an Interpretative Cultural Center, a superb network of 

trails, and the lake and its connecting waterways, the NWC provides amazing birding and wildlife-

watching, both on foot and by canoe. Rockjumper is proud to offer this conservation tour to Amazonian 

Ecuador in partnership with the NWC, and the Kichwa Añangu Community. 

 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

Day 1 Arrivals in Quito, night in the city. 

Day 2 Flight to Coca. Travel to Napo Wildlife Center (NWC) by boat. 

Days 3 - 6 NWC 

Day 7 
Boat trip back to Coca. Flight to Quito and departure. (Book international flights 

after 7:00 pm) 

 

TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Quito to San Isidro. Guests arriving at Quito airport will be transported to a well-

located hotel in Quito. Here, they will meet their Rockjumper leader.  

 

Day 2: Quito to Napo Wildlife Center. 
We will be transferred to the airport to 

catch our flight to Coca, where we will be 

met by representatives of Napo Wildlife 

Center, who will take us to our motorized 

canoe. From Coca, we will continue our 

journey to the deep Amazon jungle during 

a 2-3 hour boat trip on the Rio Napo. The 

boat transfer goes pretty quickly, but we 

should still be able to pick up birds like 

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture, Yellow-

headed and Black Caracaras, Yellow-billed 

and Large-billed Terns, Pied Plover 

(scarce), White-banded and White-winged 

Swallows, Gray-breasted Martin and 

Swallow-winged Puffbird. Once we get to the Añangu creek, we meet our local guide and switch to a 

non-motorized canoe, where the real jungle birding starts! The pristine habitat is superb, and birds that 

we might pick up along the way include Undulated Tinamou, Scarlet and Blue-and-yellow Macaws, 

Green-backed and Black-tailed Trogons, White-chinned, White-eared and Great Jacamars, Scarlet-

crowned Barbet, Black-fronted Nunbird, Chestnut-capped Puffbird, Salvin’s Curassow, Silvered, 

Plumbeous, White-shouldered and Dot-backed Antbirds, Amazonian Streaked Antwren, Yellow-

crowned Elaenia, Lesser Kiskadee, Red-capped Cardinal, Black-capped Donacobius and the odd-

looking Hoatzin! Mammals are well-represented along the Añangu creek, and we will certainly run into 

some primates, and, if lucky, maybe even a family group of Giant Otter. 

 

Days 3 to 6: Napo Wildlife Center. Over the following four full days, we will stay at a top-notch 

lodge in the heart of Amazonia. Few other lodges on Earth offer the diversity that Napo Wildlife Center 

can. NWC has it all: beautiful accommodations, full luxury, fine dining and all the birds that one can 

Scarlet Macaw by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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handle! Together with our local guide, we will work out a birding program for each day and try to get 

as many species as possible. Hereby, we will be visiting a variety of micro-habitats within the Amazon 

rainforest with our private canoe. The Kichwa-Añangu community that owns the land and also runs the 

lodge has not hunted for over 20 years, which can be noticed by 

the well-represented wildlife. 

 

On one of the days we will bird the Tiputini trail, which offers 

excellent terrafirme forest, being the most species-rich habitat of 

the Amazon basin. Highly sought-after is the Black-necked Red 

Cotinga, which has a fairly reliable lek along this trail. Other 

possibilities that we will be after include Amazonian and Green-

backed Trogons, White-crowned and Western Striped Manakins, 

Yellow-billed Jacamar, Brown Nunlet, Rufous-capped and 

Striated Antthrushes, Ochre-striped and Thrush-like Antpittas, 

Scaly-breasted Woodpecker, Amazonian Barred Woodcreeper; to 

be honest, there are too many species to mention! An understory 

mixed-flock might produce goodies like Long-winged, White-

flanked, Rufous-tailed and Yasuni Antwrens, Cinereous and 

Dusky-throated Antshrikes, Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner, Long-

billed Gnatwren and Tawny-crowned Greenlet. If we run into 

swarming army ants, we might hit the jackpot: Reddish-winged 

Bare-eye, and White-plumed, Sooty, Lunulated, Scale-backed, 

White-cheeked and Spot-backed Antbirds are species that 

frequently attend ant swarms, so let’s hope we get to witness such 

a spectacular feeding frenzy! After lunch, we could either opt for a canoe ride in one of the creeks, or 

make an afternoon visit to the canopy tower. 

 

The canopy tower is another highlight of NWC. Actually, they 

have now constructed two new canopy towers, so let’s hope we 

can bird all three of them! The main canopy tower is located in 

pristine terrafirme forest right opposite the lagoon. At dawn, we 

will walk the trail to the tower, which can be productive with 

rare birds such as Wire-tailed Manakin, Banded Antbird and 

Collared Puffbird. In the past few years, Gray-winged 

Trumpeters have been frequently seen along this stretch, 

although they are generally shy and difficult to see. The canopy 

tower itself is a spectacular structure (over 40m high!) and 

provides us with an unparalleled opportunity to view canopy 

species otherwise difficult, if not impossible, to see from the 

ground. A myriad of parrots, macaws, tanagers, toucans, barbets, 

cotingas, woodpeckers, raptors and many more can be expected 

during a morning’s birding from the tower. Again, for the 

afternoon we have several options: we might explore another 

forest trail nearby, or take a canoe ride in one of the creeks. For 

sure, during one of the late afternoons we will try for the rare 

Zigzag Heron, which is best targeted at dusk (if vocal). 

 

On another day, we will target the Rio Napo river islands. These 

Long-billed Woodcreeper by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 

Gould’s Jewelfront by Dušan 

Brinkhuizen 
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islands, with early succession growth, host an interesting list of avifauna, with species that are strictly 

found here. River island specialties include Olive-spotted Hummingbird, Lesser Wagtail Tyrant, Black-

and-white Antbird, White-bellied and Parker’s Spinetails, 

Lesser Hornero, Castelnau’s Antshrike, Spotted Tody-

Flycatcher, Fuscous Flycatcher, River Tyrannulet, Orange-

headed Tanager and the beautiful Oriole Blackbird. We 

will also visit the NWC parrot clay licks today, which are 

often productive with species like Yellow-crowned and 

Mealy Amazons, Blue-headed and Orange-cheeked 

Parrots, Dusky-headed and Cobalt-winged Parakeets and 

the scarce Scarlet-shouldered Parakeet! 

 

Day 7: Napo Wildlife Center to Quito. Today we will 

depart the NWC lodge before dawn and bird our way out 

along the Añangu creek. During this canoe ride, we have a 

last chance to add some new forest dwellers to the list. 

Once we arrive at Rio Napo, we take the motorized canoe 

back to Coca city, where we will catch our flight back to 

Quito, and flights back home. End of the tour. 
 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour prices can be adjusted to accommodate different 

group sizes in some cases. For more info on pricing, please contact Rockjumper’s Conservation Tours 

Department at: conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

·         Tour Price:  

Based on 4 participants $4600.00 

Based on 8 participants $3400.00 

Based on 10 participants $3200.00 

 

·         Single Supplement: $1100.00 

Internal Flight: Quito-Coca-Quito $310.00 Subject to change 

 

The tour fee includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 7; 

 Bottled drinking water; 

 All lodgings; 

 Ground transportation; 

 Extra activities mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees; and 

 All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services). 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

Zigzag Heron by Dušan Brinkhuizen 
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 Visa fees; 

 ANY flights; 

 Any drinks; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: 

The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 

RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the single 

supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner 

is found if you do wish to share. 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

 Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged. 

 Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result. 

 Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary at short or no notice due to unforeseen 

circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt to adhere as close to the original program 

as possible. 

 

Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, this 

does not include your Rockjumper leader/s. If, therefore, you feel that he/they have given you excellent 

service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them. 

Special Notes:  

 This tour involves very little arduous walking. If you have any physical limitations or medical 

conditions of any sort please do let the Rockjumper office know in advance of the tour. 

 We will be birding in some remote areas well away from modern medical facilities.  

 The hotels fluctuate from a very good standard to quite basic in more remote locations.  

 Transport is by small coach or minibus. Road conditions fluctuate from grod to rather poor. 

Some areas are prone to flooding, and may interfere with our trip, though we have minimized 

this risk by undertaking the tour during the driest part of the season.  

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from Quito on Day 1.The tour will 

conclude in the afternoon UIO Quito-Airport on Day 7. 
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 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Rockjumper has an in-house travel agent who can assist with booking flights. Ask us for help at 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

IMPORTANT: If you opt to book your own flights, please DO NOT book any international flights 

until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd Tel: (USA & Canada) toll-free: 1-888-990-5552 

Labourdonnais Village Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Mapou Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Mauritius Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 
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