
 

 

IMPACT ADVENTURES with AUDUBON  

ROCKJUMPER Tours for Biodiversity  

Guatemala 
Tikal & the Petén 

(9 days) 

 
Tikal Architecture by David Shackleford 

 

 

The Petén, cloaked in lush lowland rainforest, is Guatemala’s northernmost department and 

encompasses the Petén Basin, once the heart of Maya Culture. Home to the famed ruins of Tikal, the 

ancient city was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979, and it is not only rich in history 

and culture, but also harbors a wealth of special, spectacular birds. Surrounding Tikal, and spread 

across much of the Petén, is a network of protected areas that together comprise the Maya Biosphere 

Reserve.  

 

This is the largest tropical rainforest north of the Amazon Basin, which is part of why the National 

Audubon Society, along with their partner at the Wildlife Conservation Society have invested so much 

here. Together they have innovated a remarkable guide-training curriculum, specializing in birding, 

local culture, programs on basic business, hospitality, and English-language training, that combine to 
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instill a conservation ethic through economic opportunity. So far 24 people have undergone advanced 

training, while another 100+ have completed basic-level training, and today the Petén Birder’s Club 

visits local schools to promote an awareness of birds and wildlife; of which they have no shortage! 

 

This Tikal & Petén tour not only takes time to explore the remarkable Mayan temple complexes that 

dominate this region, but also targets highly sought-after species, such as the remarkable Ocellated 

Turkey, Black-throated Shrike-Tanager, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Mayan Antthrush, Northern Royal 

Flycatcher and the impressive Great Curassow! The birding is superb, and mammal sightings are often 

thrilling too; while the trip is replete with fascinating historical insights. 

 

      Rockjumper & Audubon 
Rockjumper is proud to partner with the National Audubon Society in 

support of their unrivaled, on the ground work protecting birds and the 

places they need while training area residents in guiding, business, and 

hospitality. Through Rockjumper’s Impact Adventures with 

Audubon, we showcase amazing nature spectacles while celebrating 

the efforts and expertise of local businesses and conservationists, 

fostering sustainable economic growth in Neotropical hotspots with 

high biodiversity. Support the National Audubon Society’s work by 

joining a Rockjumper Impact Adventure today. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 
 

Day 1 Arrival with night in Guatemala City  

Day 2 Guatemala City to Las Guacamayas Biological Station, via Flores  

Day 3 Laguna del Tigre National Park  

Day 4 Laguna del Tigre National Park to Yaxhá 

Day 5 Yaxhá  

Day 6 Yaxhá to Tikal 

Day 7 Morning excursion to Uaxactun, and further exploration of Tikal 

Day 8 Tikal to Guatemala City, via Flores 

Day 9 Flights from Guatemala City, or on to next Impact Adventure 
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TOUR MAP… 
 

 
 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

Day 1: Arrival and night in Guatemala City. Your Impact Adventure begins upon touching down in 

Guatemala City. Here you will be met outside of baggage claim and transported to our comfortable 

hotel in Guatemala City, and your Rockjumper guide will arrange a time to meet for a Welcome 

Dinner. Tonight you meet the other participants of your group, and we discuss the plan for our 

upcoming exploration of Guatemala’s amazing Petén region.  

 

Day 2: Guatemala City to Las Guacamayas 

Biological Station, via Flores. This morning 

we rise early, transfer back to the Guatemala 

City Airport, and board a morning flight to 

Flores. There in Guatemala’s Petén region, we 

will board a bus and then begin a ~90-minute 

drive to the Maya Q’eqchí community of Paso 

Caballos. This is a key community focused on 

protecting wildlife, and also a great access point 

to the Maya Biosphere Reserve. 

 

Home to over 260 species of birds, this is a key 

wintering area for certain warblers that nest in 

the U.S./Canada, and is also an important 

breeding area for the showy and raucous Scarlet Macaw. As we search for these, we may also hear 

Crested Guans calling, and should see confiding species such as Canivet’s Emerald, Pale-billed and 

Linneated Woodpeckers, Lesson’s Motmot, White-fronted Parrots and more. 

Scarlet Macaw by Adam Riley 
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Tonight, we’ll stay at lovely Las Guacamayas Biological Station. Resting within Laguna del Tigre 

National Park, to access Las Guacamayas we take a 20-minute boat trip along the San Pedro River, 

keeping an eye out for birds and animals along the way. After we arrive, we’ll eat dinner and then may 

attempt an optional night excursion along the river, to try for a few night birds, as well as the Morelet’s 

Crocodile. Night at Guacamayas Biological Station. 

 

Day 3: Laguna del Tigre National Park. 

Laguna del Tigre National Park is over 800,000 

acres which represents a large chunk of the 

greater Maya Biosphere Reserve. From 

Guacamayas Biological Station we will enjoy 

wonderful access to the national park, and will 

begin by birding the grounds and then visit other 

sites with the national park that are nearby. 

Listening for the vocal yet furtive Great, Thicket 

and Little Tinamous, we’ll hope luck smiles on 

us with one of these or the Ruddy Crake, and 

perhaps we’ll manage to see one or more of these 

skulkers. And so many other birds abound too, as 

troupes of Collared Aracaris should be in 

evidence, and Keel-billed Toucans are around too, giving their frog-like “creek” call. We’ll seek 

Stripe-throated Hermit, Tody Motmot, Black-faced Antthrush, White-whiskered Puffbird, Ivory-billed 

Woodcreeper, as well as a variety of parrots, Northern Bentbill and other forest-dwelling flycatchers, 

Red-capped Manakin and so much more.  Overnight at Las Guacamayas Biological Station.  

 

Day 4: Laguna del Tigre National Park to Yaxhá. After a last 

bit of morning birding around Las Guacamayas we depart for 

fascinating, bird-rich Yaxhá. We’ll have lunch near Flores, then 

continuing to Yaxhá, named for an adjacent lake (‘Yaxhá’ means 

blue-green water), this city was the 3rd largest Mayan center in 

the region. Reaching its peak between 250-600AD and 

supporting an estimated population of 42,000 people, Yaxhá was 

rediscovered in 1904, and several of the pyramids have been 

restored since. The site contains over 500 structures, and is 

situated within the Yaxhá-Nakúm-Naranjo National Park which 

protects vast rainforests.  

 

Birding around these fascinating structures, and at times from 

atop them, we obtain superb views of the towering forest canopy 

and the plentiful birds here. A wonderful suite of lowland 

denizens are possible, including the leggy Crane Hawk, Olive-

throated Parakeet, White-crowned Parrot, Red-Lored and Mealy 

Amazons, Wedge-tailed Sabrewing, White-necked Jacobin, 

Purple-crowned Fairy, Slaty-tailed Trogon, Blue-diademed 

Motmot, White-whiskered Puffbird, the gaudy Keel-billed 

Toucan, and the impressive Pale-billed Woodpecker. 

Woodcreepers too are in evidence, with Olivaceous, Strong-billed 

Collared Aracari by Adam Riley 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar by Adam 

Riley 
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and Ruddy all regularly detected. Yaxhá, with its many birds and archeological treasure shall keep us busy 

tonight and tomorrow. Overnight in Yaxhá, El Sombrero Ecolodge. 

 

Day 5: Yaxhá. Today we continue our exploration of the forest, 

savanna and archaeological sites of Yaxhá, seeking out various 

species that may have eluded us. The secretive Mayan Antthrush is 

always a target, often requiring both luck and time, while canopy 

flycatchers such as Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet and Bright-rumped 

Attila each call frequently, yet often take a while to present 

themselves. Apart from the many feathered gems here, Yaxhá also 

supports healthy populations of the impressively loud Guatemalan 

Howler and agile Geoffrey’s Spider Monkeys, which will no doubt 

entertain us. These are two of the larger monkeys in the New 

World, and both are endangered. Guatemalan Howler is the largest 

Howler, while the Geoffrey’s Spider Monkey with their odd 

vestigial thumb and acrobatic antics, we’ll take time to appreciate 

any sightings they may offer. Night birding is an option here, and 

Mottled and Black-and-white Owls are both possible, as is 

Vermiculated Screech-Owl. Overnight in Yaxhá, El Sombrero 

Ecolodge.  
 

Day 6: Yaxhá to Tikal. This morning, we leave Yaxhá early to 

make our way to the signature spot of our adventure; fabulous 

Tikal. The most famous Maya site, due to its size and the number of large pyramids, it is believed to 

have supported over three million people at its peak. Once one of the major cultural, military and 

population centers of the Mayan civilization, the Tikal temple complex and main city cover an area of 

more than 6 square miles and includes about 3,000 structures. 

The residential area of Tikal covers an estimated 23 square miles, 

all of which now falls within the 220 square mile Tikal National 

Park. The city itself is believed to have supported up to 90,000 

people; but the site was abandoned in the latter part of the 10
th

-

century, mostly due to the lack of water – remarkably, the city 

relied entirely on rainfall! For centuries, it lay untouched as the 

rainforest regenerated and swallowed it up, covering all the 

temples and other buildings. Now, much of the city has been 

restored, although thousands of structures are still buried under 

mounds of dirt and covered in trees. Tikal was declared a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979, and it now attracts 

thousands of visitors annually. 

 

Arriving at Tikal by early afternoon, we will stroll the grounds of 

our eco-lodge and its surrounds, acquainting ourselves with the 

unbelievably patterned and remarkably tame Ocellated Turkeys. 

This stunning gamebird is one of only two species of turkey in 

the world, and is restricted to the Yucatan Peninsula. Another 

gamebird we may observe is the impressive Great Curassow, and 

the Crested Guan is also possible during our time at Tikal. There 
White-whiskered Puffbird by Adam 

Riley 

Pale-billed Woodpecker by Adam 

Riley 
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is a pond area that has been productive on our trips here, and we’ll hope for luck again here. It often 

holds some interesting birds, including the nocturnal Boat-billed Heron, so distinctive in appearance it 

was once considered the sole member of a unique family. Limpkins should be heard and seen, and if 

we are lucky, a Ruddy Crake or Gray-necked Wood Rail may put in an appearance. Eyes peeled too for 

other animals! The uncommon Morelet’s 

Crocodile, is sometimes seen here and is another 

Yucatan endemic.  

 

Monumental Tikal is not only historically 

fascinating, but the expanse of the forest and the 

network of trails around it allow for incredible 

birding. As we marvel at the ruins, walk the 

jungle trails, and climb the pyramids and 

temples, we will enjoy spectacular birds. The 

incredible sounds and acrobatic antics of the 

conspicuous Montezuma Oropendola are a 

treasure too, while the rare and gorgeous 

Orange-breasted Falcon is more easily seen here 

than throughout much of the rest of its range.  As we walk and bird, our local guide will teach us about 

the archeology and history, complementing the wonderful wildlife experience. Birding among the 

temples of Tikal is magical, and one can’t help but ruminate on the people who built this city, and the 

civilization that once flourished here. After dark, there is an option for owling near our lodge, with 

Mottled Owl and Vermiculated Screech-Owl being primary targets. Overnight in Tikal.  

 

Day 7: Morning excursion to Uaxactun and further exploration of Tikal. Leaving early in the 

morning, we’ll drive about 30 minutes and 12 miles to nearby Uaxactun. An ancient sacred place 

among the Maya, with well-preserved ruins, this site also falls within the Maya Biosphere Reserve. 

Today the locals maintain the forest by harvesting Xate, an ornamental frond for the floral industry, 

which only grows amid intact forest. Due to the success of this industry locals do not harvest many 

trees in the area, and do not hunt much 

either, so the Xate industry is deemed 

important from a conservation standpoint. In 

the afternoon we will visit a Xate camp for 

lunch and to learn more, but before we do 

that there are some birds to find.  

 

Upon arrival in Uaxactun early in the 

morning, we set out on a brisk hike to reach 

the area where the Yucatan Jay is found. A 

dapper species, will hope to see several, 

including perhaps some yellow-billed 

youngsters. Happily this is one species that 

appears to be increasing, and as we seek it 

we have a good chance to encounter some 

other fantastic birds such as Spot-breasted Wren, Melodious Blackbird, Gartered Trogon, Red-capped 

Manakin, Golden-hooded Tanager, and still others. After lunch we can visit the ruins here if we have 

not already, or we may return to Tikal to enjoy more time among the temples. Overnight in Tikal.  

Keel-billed Toucan by Adam Riley 

Orange-breasted Falcon by Adam Riley 
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Day 8: Tikal to Guatemala City, via Flores. With an early evening flight from Flores back to 

Guatemala City, we have much of the day to continue to enjoy the area. We will see how we are doing 

on Tikal specialities, but one site we plan to visit is known as Cerro Cahuí. Here we may run across 

several species we would not find in the Tikal area, primary among them the Gray-throated Chat. This 

striking bird features a rosy belly and gray upperparts, and was for a long placed in the same family as 

the warblers, but today is believed more closely related to cardinals. Always a sought-after species, we 

shall try to see it, while enjoying many other birds along the shores of Lake Petén Itza, and the 

wonderful scenery there. After this final bit of Petén birding, we drive back to the Flores Airport to 

catch a return flight to Guatemala City. Night in Guatemala City.  

 

Day 9: Flights from Guatemala City, or on to next Impact Adventure. Transfer to Guatemala City 

Airport for your points home, or head on to your next Impact Adventure with Audubon. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour prices can be adjusted to accommodate different group sizes in some cases. For more info on 

pricing, please contact Rockjumper’s Conservation Tours Department at: 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

 

 Tour Price:  

o $3,800 with 8 participants 

o $3,700 with 10 participants 

o $3,400 with 12 participants 

 Single Supplement: $305 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 9 for those on the Guatemala – Tikal & Petén 

tour; 

 All lodgings as per itinerary; 

 Ground transportation mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees;  

 Gratuities for local guides and services; and  

 Guiding services of local guides and Rockjumper tour leader.  

 

This excludes: 

 Any airfares (see above); 

 Any beverages; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

b) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

c) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and/or the designated 

Rockjumper leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that 

we will attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
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Please note: 

 Some of our time is spent in vehicles, and we do have a couple of lengthy drives to get to the 

best birding sites. The more luggage you pack the less room there is in the vehicle, so it is 

important for the comfort of your fellow travelers that you do not over-pack. 

 We will be birding the temples of Guatemala on foot, climbing the steps, and remaining on foot 

for a couple hours at time. Forest trails can be hot and humid and rain is also possible. A 

generally good level of fitness is required for this tour. 
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The main tour will begin in Guatemala City on day 1 with a 

transfer to our hotel in Guatemala City. Day 1 is scheduled as an arrival day, but you should have 

arrived at Guatemala City Airport by 14:00 in order to reach Antigua in time for our welcome dinner. 

The tour will conclude at approximately 8:00 on Day 9 at La Aurora International Airport, Guatemala 

City (GUA).  

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 
 

FLIGHTS: 

La Aurora International Airport, Guatemala City (GUA) is the main port of entry for international 

flights into and out of Guatemala and is well serviced by most of North America’s and Europe’s major 

airlines.  

 

Rockjumper has an in-house travel agent who can assist with booking flights. Ask us for help at 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

 

IMPORTANT: If you opt to book your own flights, please DO NOT book any international 

flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd Tel: (USA & Canada) toll-free: 1-888-990-5552 

Labourdonnais Village Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Mapou Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Mauritius      Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

