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Bustling Bogotá, Colombia’s capital and largest city, is located in the heart of the most bird-rich 

country on Earth. Wonderfully cosmopolitan, it teems with culture, culinary delights, and also sports a 

wonderful array of birds. Over our five-night stay, all based at the same comfortable hotel, we hit city 

attractions and sample a bounty of delectable dining spots; while also soaking up fabulous birding. 

Resting on a high plateau, at 8,600 feet above sea level, along the Eastern Cordillera of the 

Andes, Bogotá features pleasant temperatures in its subtropical highland climate. This vibrant city is 

extremely popular among tourists today, who wish to visit La Candelaria and its many museums, 

including The Gold Museum, or to ride the funicular up Cerro Monserrate for its breathtaking views.   

While the city offers a wealth of remarkable sites to explore, its surrounding slopes offer superb 

birding, with a splendid array of endemics and a startling variety of showy tanagers and dazzling 

hummingbirds 

 Among birders, Colombia is famous for owning the longest list of bird species of any country 

in the world, and there is no finer place to start wading into this wealth of feathered jewels than in the 

capital city itself. We will sip savory soups like ‘sancocho’ or ‘ajiaco’, and linger over Tamal con 

chocolate, between visits to city sites and epic outings for Bogotá Rail, Flame-winged Parakeets and 

the Golden-bellied Starfrontlet. Less than a 4-hour flight from Miami, combining avian treasures with 

an exploration of culture and cuisine, this tour constitutes a thrilling, short, and sweet foray into 

fabulous Colombia. 

 

Rockjumper & Audubon 

 
Rockjumper is proud to partner with the National Audubon Society in 

support of their unrivaled, on the ground work protecting birds and the 

places they need while training area residents in guiding, business, and 

hospitality. Through Rockjumper’s Impact Adventures with Audubon, we 

showcase amazing nature spectacles while celebrating the efforts and 

expertise of local businesses and conservationists, fostering sustainable 

economic growth in Neotropical hotspots with high biodiversity. Support 

the National Audubon Society’s work by joining a Rockjumper Impact 

Adventure today. 

 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

Day 1 Arrival in Bogotá  

Day 2 Chicaque Natural Park  

Day 3 La Florida Park, Laguna Tabacal & The Enchanted Garden, Museum of Gold  

Day 4 
Siecha Gravel Pits, Chapel of Siecha, Chingaza National Park, Hummingbird 

Observatory 

Day 5 Laguna Pedro Palo & Bogotá attractions 

Day 6 Flights, home or to Barranquilla/Santa Martas 
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TOUR ROUTE MAP… 

 

 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Bogotá. Upon arriving in the city of Bogotá, you will be met and transferred to a 

comfortable hotel in the city. We’ve selected a 

hotel that is both convenient to reaching birding 

destinations, and also in a nice location for walking 

around town. Tonight, you’ll enjoy a welcome 

dinner with your Rockjumper guide, and discuss 

the exciting adventures to come!  

 

Day 2: Chicaque Natural Park. On our first day 

out we will visit a top birding site outside of 

Bogotá. This day will be chock full of great birds, 

and should get us off to a roaring start.  

 

We begin our exploration of breathtaking Bogotá 

and its surroundings by heading up to Chicaque 

Natural Park. This small private reserve with some 

conveniently placed hummingbird feeders features 

highlights that might include Green and Sparkling Golden-bellied Starfrontlet by Clayton Burne 
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Violetears, Buff-tailed Coronet, Collared Inca, and often the very tricky Golden-bellied Starfrontlet. 

Other stunners such as Tourmaline Sunangel and Glowing Puffleg may grace us too. During our time 

here, we shall enjoy a short walk along the dirt roads, searching for gems such as Rufous Spinetail, 

Black-crested Warbler, Pale-naped Brush 

Finch, Blue-capped Tanager, Golden-fronted 

Whitestart, Capped Conebill, Superciliaried 

Hemispingus, Gray-breasted Wood Wren and 

Blackish Tapaculo.  

 

After getting our first taste of Andean birding, 

we will be back in Bogotá by mid-to-late 

afternoon, to enjoy a nice and relaxing meal 

before retiring for the evening. 

 

Day 3: La Florida Park, Laguna Tabacal 

& The Enchanted Garden, Museum of 

Gold. Today we begin with a visit to the 

famous Parque La Florida. This convenient 

birding site offers chances for the endemic Bogotá Rail, Spot-flanked Gallinule and some other 

exciting wetland species, and is one of the few reliable sites for the cute Subtropical Doradito and the 

local endemic, Apolinar’s Wren. A pleasing assortment of waterfowl, waders, Neotropical migrants 

and the beautiful bogotensis subspecies of Yellow-hooded Blackbird shall also keep us busy here. 

 

Next up is Laguna Tabacal, which almost overflows with birds. We’ll search for White-bellied, Blue-

lored and Jet Antbirds, Rusty-breasted Antpitta, Rosy Thrush-Tanager (this unique bird constitutes its 

own monotypic bird family), Gray-throated Warbler, Speckle-breasted Wren, Velvet-fronted Euphonia, 

Moustached Puffbird, Red-rumped and Spot-breasted Woodpeckers, Bar-crested Antshrike, and Stripe-

breasted Spinetail, to name a few of the many possibilities here.  

 

Before wrapping up our birding for the 

day, we will make a quick but bird-filled 

stop into a wonderful private reserve 

known as The Enchanted Garden. Here 

one has a good chance to see an 

incredible variety of showy tanagers and 

dynamic hummingbirds. The latter buzz 

about in dramatic fashion, feeding at 

practically arm’s reach, and offering jaw-

dropping views. High on the list of the 

27 hummingbird species possible here 

are Indigo-capped Hummingbird, and 

White-bellied and Gorgeted Woodstars; 

while the near-endemic Scrub Tanager is 

also possible. 

 

We should return to Bogotá by about 4:30pm, with time to stroll the city a bit and take in the sights 

before indulging in an authentic Colombian dinner at one of Bogotá’s best-known restaurants.  

 

Golden-fronted Whitestart by Adam Riley 

Chingaza National Park scenery by Adam Riley 
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Day 4: Siecha Gravel Pits, Chapel of Siecha, Chingaza National Park, Hummingbird 

Observatory. Beginning early this morning, we depart from our hotel, heading for the Siecha Gravel 

Pits. Here at the edge of Bogotá, the endangered endemic Bogotá Rail can be quite confiding, as can 

the otherwise difficult Noble Snipe, and this is perhaps the 

best site for it in all of South America. Brown-bellied 

Swallows should be whipping about overhead; while we 

might also chance upon the near-endemic Spot-flanked 

Gallinule and localized Merida Speckled Teal (a potential 

split from Andean Teal). After an hour or so of birding here, 

we’ll make stop into a well-known cultural site, the Chapel of 

Siecha. This 18
th

-century chapel is famous for its scenic 

location, and is a site where the Muisca people once 

flourished as farmers, and their descendants continue to work 

the land.  

 

After visiting the chapel, we will ascend high into the elfin 

forests near Chingaza National Park. Here, near the Bio 

Andino Preserve, the immense variety of flowers and orchids 

in the endless mosaic of moss-laden elfin stunted forest is 

most impressive, and we’ll gradually work our way up and 

above 11,000 feet above sea level. 

 

Perhaps the trill of the endemic Rufous-browed Conebill will 

put us on alert, or a flicker of movement may betray the 

skulking Pale-bellied Tapaculo. We hope to set eyes upon the endemic Silvery-throated Spinetail and 

the white-faced form of Golden-fronted Whitestart, as it is an especially smart addition to the avifauna 

at this elevation. Flowers are likely to attract a variety of 

hummingbirds, including Coppery-bellied and Glowing Pufflegs, 

Amethyst-throated (Longuemare’s) Sunangel, and, with luck, the 

endemic Blue-throated Starfrontlet. Always tough, there are 

Undulated and Rufous Antpittas lurking in the densely vegetated 

gullies, and the endemic Flame-winged Parakeet is resident here 

too. The nest-boxes that have been set up for them are critical to 

the survival of this rare species, and so we have a good chance of 

getting great looks at this sought-after and attractive bird. 

 

Making our way higher, we continue searching for Tyrian 

Metaltail, Masked and Glossy Flowerpiercers, Scarlet-bellied 

Mountain Tanager, Black-capped Hemispingus, Barred 

Fruiteater, Pale-naped and Slaty Brush Finches, White-chinned 

Thistletail, Streak-throated Bush Tyrant, and Black-crested 

Warbler. We will be scanning carefully for a localized high-

elevation hummingbird, the Bronze-tailed Thornbill, as this is the 

best place in the world to see it. After a picnic lunch, we’ll 

continue to bird the area before heading on to another amazing 

hummingbird gallery, looking to return to town soon afterwards 

for another satisfying dinner.   

 

Flame-winged Parakeet  

by Clayton Burne 

Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager 

by Dubi Shapiro 
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Day 5: Laguna Pedro Palo & Bogotá attractions. At about 6,500 feet, located on a saddle in the sub-

Andean forest belt on the western slope of the Eastern Cordilleras, Laguna Pedro Palo offers excellent 

cloud forest birding, with a chance to find several localized endemics. Top on our list will be the 

endemic Black Inca that feeds on flowering bromeliads, and the rare Turquoise Dacnis that often 

associates with mixed tanager flocks.   

 

Along the muddy edge of the lake lurk 

White-throated Crakes; while activity in the 

surrounding forest edge might produce Ash-

browed and Pale-breasted Spinetails, the tiny 

Olivaceous Piculet, Montane Foliage-gleaner, 

Mountain and Yellow-bellied Elaenias, 

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet, and a profusion of 

colorful tanagers, such as Golden, Flame-

faced and Blue-necked.  

 

Whiskered Wren can often be located by its 

explosive song and we will hope the scarce 

Moustached Puffbird will grace us with its 

presence. As we stroll along, we will keep 

our eyes peeled for fruiting trees which can 

attract White-throated and Crimson-rumped Toucanets, with supporting cast members such as Fawn-

breasted Tanager, the extravagant Red-headed Barbet and Blue-naped Chlorophonia.  

 

We’ll finish up the day in the city’s chief attraction, La Candelaria, the historic neighborhood of 

downtown Bogota. Here we will walk the narrow cobblestone streets, admiring the old Spanish, 

Colonial, Baroque, and Art Deco buildings, and see a variety of Bogotá’s most well-known cultural 

sites; and we may opt for a cable car ride up to omnipresent Monserrate Mountain for a magnificent 

view of the city. Here too, you are wise to bring your binoculars, as not only are the views stunning, but 

we’ll have chances to see one of the most astounding hummingbirds in all of the Americas, the Sword-

billed Hummingbird, plus Pale-bellied Tapaculo is also present here.  

 

On our final night, we will once again dine in fine fashion, savoring another lovely Bogotá meal while 

reflecting upon the amazing five days we’ve spent exploring Bogotá together.  

 

Day 6: Departures from Bogotá. Today we will transfer to the airport, either to catch our flights 

home, or to continue on to another Impact Adventure!  

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour prices can be adjusted to accommodate different group sizes in some cases. For more info on 

pricing, please contact Rockjumper’s Conservation Tours Department at: 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 
 

 Tour Price:  
Based on 4 participants $3.800 

Based on 6 participants $3.000 

Based on 8 participants $2.600 

Based on 10 participants $2.400 

Based on 12 participants $2.200 

Blue-naped Chlorophonia by Clayton Burne 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
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 Single Supplement: US$240.00 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on Day 6  

 Some soft drink with meals; 

 Bottled drinking water; 

 All lodgings; 

 Ground transportation; 

 Extra activities mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees; and 

 All guiding services (including tips for local guides and services.) 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

 Visa fees; 

 ANY flights (see above); 

 All alcoholic and any additional beverages; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient participants, a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

b) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have to be 

adjusted as a result.  

c) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and/or the designated Rockjumper leader/s 

at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt to adhere as 

close to the original program as possible. 

 

Pace, Accommodations & other considerations 

 Our hotel in Bogotá is modern and comfortable.   

 Note that much of this tour is at elevation. Bogotá rests at 8,661 feet above sea level, and we 

will reach heights of over 11,000 feet. It is recommended that prior to departing for this tour, 

you consult your doctor about how to avoid altitude sickness. 

 This tour involves the occasional long hike, and we will be at high altitude on some occasions. 

You should, therefore, be in good health and of sound fitness to walk a mile or two each day. If 

you have any physical limitations or medical conditions of any sort, please let the Rockjumper 

office know in advance of the tour. 

 Transport is by small coach or minibus and the roads are mostly in good condition. 

 We expect the weather to be mostly dry and often sunny. At higher elevations, however, it can 

be quite cool, especially at night. There is likely to be some rain, which can be heavy.  

 

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from El Dorado International Airport 

(IATA: BOG), Bogotá on Day 1 and, as it is an arrival day, you are welcome to arrive any time before 

17:00. Breakfast on Day 6 is included with our lodging, so our tour concludes after breakfast on day 6, 

and upon arrival back at El Dorado International Airport (IATA: BOG), for flights home or onward. 
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 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

The main tour will start and finish at El Dorado International Airport, Bogotá (IATA: BOG), which is 

the main port of entry for international flights into Colombia.  

 

Rockjumper has an in-house travel agent who can assist with booking flights. Ask us for help at 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

 

IMPORTANT: If you opt to book your own flights, please DO NOT book any international 

flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd Tel: (USA & Canada) toll-free: 1-888-990-5552 

The Hive, La Place Cap Tamarin Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Le Barachois Shopping Mall Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Mauritius Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

