
 

 

IMPACT ADVENTURES with AUDUBON  

ROCKJUMPER Tours for Biodiversity  

Belize 
Crooked Tree & the Cockscomb Basin 

 (7 days) 

 

Agami Heron by Dubi Shapiro 

Tiny Belize, the only English-speaking country in Central America, is a favorite for those making their 

first foray into the Neotropics, and also among veteran travelers eager to see the country’s fabled 

nature reserves. About the size of Massachusetts, it is a perfect toehold for exploring bird families that 

don’t reach north into the U.S., including motmots, manakins, antbirds, and toucans. And resting at the 

foot of the Yucatan Peninsula, it is also great for seeing a number of the region’s specialty species.  

 

Among the avian hotspots featured on this unique offering are a couple of spectacular nature areas, 

each with strong ties to Audubon. We’ll visit three of the protected areas managed by Belize Audubon 

Society, including the wildlife sanctuaries at the Cockscomb Basin and at Crooked Tree. The 

Cockscomb Basin was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1986, after the ground-breaking work of Dr. 

Alan Rabinowitz showed that the area hosted the densest concentration of jaguars in the world. In 

1971 and 1972 then Vice President of the National Audubon Society, Alexander Sprunt IV, visited 
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Crooked Tree. Amazed at the density and variety of nesting waterbirds there, he recommended its 

protection, and shortly thereafter it became the country’s first wildlife sanctuary. 

 

Hitting these two storied wildlife sanctuaries, and still other fantastic sites, this short sojourn into the 

friendly nation of Belize is chockful of birds. It also provides a unique window into a great 

conservation tradition that we shall see continuing, unabated today. Join us to celebrate Audubon’s 

wonderful work, on this fabulous Belize birding adventure.  
 

Rockjumper & Audubon 
Rockjumper is proud to partner with the National Audubon Society in 

support of their unrivaled, on the ground work protecting birds and the 

places they need while training area residents in guiding, business, and 

hospitality. Through Rockjumper’s Impact Adventures with Audubon, 

we showcase amazing nature spectacles while celebrating the efforts and 

expertise of local businesses and conservationists, fostering sustainable 

economic growth in Neotropical hotspots with high biodiversity. Support 

the National Audubon Society’s work by joining a Rockjumper Impact 

Adventure today. 
 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

Day 1 Arrival in Belize and transfer to Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary 

Day 2 Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary 

Day 3 Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary to Blue Hole National Park 

Day 4 Blue Hole to Cockscomb Basin 

Day 5 Cockscomb Basin  

Day 6  Cockscomb Basin to Pook’s Hill 

Day 7 Pook’s Hill to Belize City 
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TOUR MAP… 
 

 

 

THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

Day 1: Arrival in Belize and transfer to Crooked Tree. After landing at Belize City International 

Airport, participants will be met and escorted to our accommodation, about an hour away, right by the 

remarkable Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary. Often, we work in a few hours of late afternoon birding 

before our first dinner together.  

 

An Internationally Important Wetland, from December 

through March – during the dry season – Crooked Tree 

welcomes a huge influx of birds. These include many migrant 

species, but also regular residents such as Lesser Yellow-

headed Vulture, Snail Kite, Bare-throated Tiger Heron, Black-

collared Hawk, Tropical Mockingbird and perhaps most 

famously, the grandiose Jabiru. This massive stork is the New 

World’s largest flying bird, and one of Crooked Tree’s best 

known birds. It was also Belize Audubon Society’s first 

advocacy project. Shortly after BAS succeeded in getting it 

added to the list of protected species in Belize, Crooked Tree 

was named a Wildlife Sanctuary. We’ll hope for low water 

levels which aide in finding the majestic Jabiru. 

 

If the weather is right, after dinner, we will head out in search 

of night birds and animals around the lodge. Common 

Pauraque can be common, and with luck we might score a 

Mottled Owl or a Vermiculated Screech-Owl. Night near 

Crooked Tree. 

 

Jabiru by Adam Riley 
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Day 2: Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary. We will enjoy a full day of birding this remarkable 

wetland, starting out with an early morning boat ride! Winding our way through the maze of lagoons 

and creeks, many waterfowl species will be in evidence, and in large numbers. One bird (literally) 

stands above the rest, however, and that is South and Central 

America’s tallest bird, the Jabiru. We expect to see some of 

these enormous, ponderous storks, as this is an important nesting 

area for them. In addition to the majestic Jabiru, with some luck, 

our boat trip could also produce other much sought-after yet shy 

species, such as Sungrebe, Boat-billed Heron or even the elusive 

Agami Heron. Other possibilities include the awkward and 

unassuming Gray-necked Wood Rail, the impossibly-appealing 

American Pygmy Kingfisher, and the haughty Laughing Falcon. 

Night near Crooked Tree. 

 

Day 3: Crooked Tree to Cockscomb Basin, via Blue Hole 

National Park. With one last morning around Crooked Tree we 

will attempt to clean up any missing species, and get better 

views of species like Yucatan and Yellow-headed Amazons, 

Rufous-breasted Spinetail and Green-backed Sparrow.  

 

Then we head on for the Cockscomb Basin, but not before 

checking in at another spot en route. St. Herman’s Blue Hole 

National Park features a limestone collapsed cave and blue hole 

that is a locally popular spot for swimmers. It is also a good 

birding area, and one of seven protected areas managed by 

Belize Audubon Society. If chance smiles upon us we might spot a King Vulture soaring on a thermal 

overhead, or a Lesson’s Motmot, making robotic switches of its tail. White-bellied Emerald, Black-

headed Trogon, Black-cheeked Woodpecker, and other smart-

looking species are also possible here. After soaking up 

sightings at the Blue Hole, we’ll move on south to the 

Cockscomb, where we spend the next three nights. Overnight 

in Cockscomb area. 

 

Day 4 & 5: Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary. The 

Cockscomb is the world’s first Jaguar reserve, and while only 

the luckiest of visitors ever catch even a sniff of this secretive 

sanctuary resident, we may see tracks or other evidence of 

their presence. Here in the 1980s, famed biologist Dr. Alan 

Rabinowitz concluded that the highest concentration of 

Jaguars existed of any place on earth. Whether that remains 

true today is a matter for debate, but what cannot be 

questioned is that the Cockscomb is one of the richest birding 

sites in all of Central America. With about 350 species 

present, and combining this sanctuary with adjacent reserves, 

this wilderness area covers over 250,000 acres, harboring a 

staggering array of wildlife. A wonderful network of trails 

provides great access to this unique area, and allows us to 

Boat-billed Heron by Forrest 

Rowland 

White-necked Jacobin by Adam Riley 
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seek for special species such as Pheasant Cuckoo, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, White-necked Jacobin, 

White-winged Becard, Keel-billed Toucan, Nightingale Wren, Green Shrike-Vireo, Green 

Honeycreeper and Passerini’s Tanager, to name just a few. Overnight in Cockscomb area. 

  
Day 6: Cockscomb to Pook’s Hill. Enjoying one last morning in the Cockscomb, we will snap a few 

more photos and look to mop up any target birds we’ve yet to connect with before heading on to our 

final hotspot at Pook’s Hill. An afternoon drive of under two hours will have us pulling up to Pook’s 

Hill for some late afternoon birding and an optional night walk, which could yield Black-and-white or 

Spectacled Owls. Pook’s Hill features fantastic rainforest habitat, and the veranda right at the lodge 

features some attendant hummingbirds; while 

the nearby meadow, river trails, and skies 

overhead host birds such as King Vulture, Blue 

Ground Dove, Squirrel Cuckoo, Purple-crowned 

Fairy, Red-legged Honeycreeper, Slaty-tailed 

Trogon and so much more! Overnight at Pook’s 

Hill. 

 

Day 7: Pook’s Hill to Belize City. After 

enjoying one final morning bird walk around the 

lodge, we will wrap up our Belize adventure, 

heading back to Belize City, and then head 

home. 

 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour prices can be adjusted to accommodate different group sizes in some cases. For more info on 

pricing, please contact Rockjumper’s Conservation Tours Department at: 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

 

 Tour Price:  

o $3,600 with 8 participants 

o $3,250 with 10 participants 

o $3,100 with 12 participants 

 Single Supplement: $330 

 

This includes: 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 7; 

 All lodgings as per itinerary; 

 Ground transportation mentioned in the itinerary; 

 Reserve entrance fees;  

 Gratuities for local guides and services; and  

 Guiding services of local guides and Rockjumper tour leader.  

 

This excludes: 

 Any airfares; 

 Any beverages; 

 Special gratuities; and 

King Vulture by Adam Riley 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
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 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged.  

b) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result.  

c) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and/or the designated 

Rockjumper leader at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that 

we will attempt to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Please note: 

 It is important for the comfort of your fellow travelers that you do not over-pack. Kindly stick 

to 20kg (44lb) for check in luggage and 8kg (+-18lb) for hand luggage. 

 It can be hot and humid, with harsh sun in the lowlands, so please come prepared with hats and 

sun cream for protection. Humidity levels are high for much of the tour. 

 Mosquitoes and tiny bloodsucking flies can be numerous at times and it is advisable to pack a 

good supply of DEET or another effective insect repellent. 

 Accommodation throughout the trip is quite comfortable and a variety of western and local 

cuisines are available throughout the tour.   
 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will begin and end in Belize City. On day 1 we 

transfer to Crooked Tree. Although day 1 is scheduled as an arrival day, you are advised to arrive 

before 14:00 should you wish to start birding in the afternoon. The tour will conclude after breakfast on 

day 7 with a transfer to Belize City. 

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this 

regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

Philip S. W. Goldson International Airport, Belize City (IATA: BZE) is the main port of entry for 

international flights into Belize and is well serviced by international airlines.  

 

Rockjumper has an in-house travel agent who can assist with booking flights. Ask us for help at 

conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com. 

 

IMPORTANT: If you opt to book your own flights, please DO NOT book any international 

flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rockjumper Birding Ltd Tel: (USA & Canada) toll-free: 1-888-990-5552 

Labourdonnais Village Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Mapou Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Mauritius Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:conservationtours@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

